
4/9/2019 Former Salem police chief 'saddened' that quality of his work has been questioned | Public Safety | unionleader.com

https://www.unionleader.com/news/safety/former-salem-police-chief-saddened-that-quality-of-his-work/article_5f43da6f-7791-577f-80f2-1f9a0495bd1e.html?block_… 1/3

https://www.unionleader.com/news/safety/former-salem-police-chief-saddened-that-quality-of-his-
work/article_5f43da6f-7791-577f-80f2-1f9a0495bd1e.html

Former Salem police chief 'saddened' that quality of his work has
been questioned

By RYAN LESSARD Union Leader Correspondent  Apr 8, 2019 Updated 1 hr ago

PAUL DONOVAN

SALEM — Former Salem Police Chief Paul Donovan says he is “saddened” that the quality of his

work has been questioned, in response to a judge’s recent ruling to remove certain redactions by the

town in an audit report critical of the police department.

“I am proud to have served the people of Salem as its chief of police,” Donovan said in an emailed

statement. “I am saddened that some have questioned the quality of my work. I understand and

respect the public’s right to know all about the conduct of local government. I look forward to

working cooperatively with the Attorney General’s o�ce to understand the circumstances around its

current inquiry. I would like to thank my family, friends and community members for the outpouring

of support, during a di�cult time. I am truly fortunate to have meaningfully connected with so many

great people during my time as chief.”

The state Attorney General’s o�ce said last month it has expanded its criminal investigation into

department members to include Donovan.

Rockingham County Superior Court Judge Andy Schulman ordered Friday that some parts of a

heavily redacted audit report by Kroll Inc. should be made public, but also ruled anything having to

do with a formal internal affairs investigation and identifying information therein remain private.
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The Union Leader Corporation and the American Civil Liberties Union sued the town of Salem to

release the report in full, arguing the public interest outweighed any privacy interests for individual

police o�cers. The New England Police Benevolent Association Local 22 and Deputy Chief Robert

Morin — currently the subject of a criminal probe by the Attorney General’s o�ce — intervened in the

case, arguing for the need to protect the privacy of o�cers named in the report.

Peter Perroni, a lawyer representing the Salem Police union, said in an email that the union is still

reviewing the details of the order but is “grati�ed” the court recognized the sections that are

protected by the state’s legal exemptions to the Right-to-Know law.

“Especially given the unchecked reach of social media and the legitimate interest in the activities of

law enforcement, everyone with a job understands that we all need privacy in employment �les,”

Perroni said. “The legislature and courts in New Hampshire have generally struck an appropriate

balance between the twin interests of accountability and privacy and we intend to �ght to make sure

that balance continues.”

Town Manager Chris Dillon said in an email, “I believe the judge recognized we conveyed the general

message of the report without violating employees’ privacy. I do not believe we will appeal the

decision.”

Morin’s lawyer Monday did not reply to a request for comment.

Judge Schulman described various sections where he felt existing redactions overreached and

should be removed, and other sections that should remain under current legal protections.

But he said the inclusion of internal affairs investigations in state Right-to-Know exemptions is

based on a New Hampshire Supreme Court decision from the mid-1990s, known as Fenniman,

which current Supreme Court members take issue with.

“The audit report proves that bad things happen in the dark when the ultimate watchdogs of

accountability — i.e. the voters and taxpayers — are viewed as alien rather than integral to the

process of policing the police,” Schulman wrote in his ruling.

Were it not for this decision, Schulman said the court would have favored the public’s interest in

disclosure balanced against o�cer privacy rights.
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He said some names should be unredacted in parts of the report that don’t strictly pertain to internal

affairs investigations, such as in an addendum that describes issues with the department’s culture.

Schulman revealed that, in that addendum, it was Morin who auditors said “regularly and vehemently

disparaged Kroll’s efforts” to audit the department. He also revealed that Donovan is alleged to have

taken several days off without notifying town superiors, and is described as being “personally

responsible” for the department’s apparent lack of cooperation with town government.
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